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¢ was already in his forties when

first we met. It was only years

Jater that 1, his first born, be-
came increasingly aware of his person,
manner, and habits which by then were
well set. There was one custom, disci-
pline—call it what you will—which
remains my earliest conscious memory
of him. Every morning he was somewhere
in the house reading from that black,
leather-covered Book.

He was not a “reader” of a wide range
of literarure. His business and his farm,
but especially his family and church,
occupied virtually all of his time. His
personal time was spent with that Book.
He had not finished college, he had no
special training in his particular field, and
certainly never had a formal academic
course in Bible or theology. But he knew
that Book, from Genesis to Revelation.

or their favorite books and people.

Faculey tell us about their thinking, their research,

Although somewhat quiet and
unassuming, he was recognized as a
leader in his profession, commu-
nity, and Christian circles. [ came
to realize, probably often subcon-
sciously, that he approached all of
life under the influence of that
Book. Underlying principles had
seeped into his life and thought
from that Book with which he had
sacurated himself. He ran his home,
business, and all other affairs on
those principles. It was the basis of
his life and a major reason for his
success.

The old man gave the “Charge
to the Minister” when his eldest
son was ordained to the ministry.
As far as [ know, it was his one
formal statement about that Book.

[ charge you to preach the Word, to
preach the written Word. . .. From
my observations as a layman, it
seems to me that an alarming num-
ber of false prophets have arisen
today in our churches and institu-
tions of learning. . . . Beware of false
prophets who are teaching and
preaching only those things which
suit themselves. Guard carefully your
relationship to the Scriptures.

They are your authority. . . . Remem-
ber, Jesus never questioned any . . .
portion of the Scripture, and you
can trust his judgment.

[ further charge you never to fail
to declare the whole counsel of God
which is contained in the Scriptures
of both the Old and New Testa-
ments, and to avoid the pitfall into
which many have fallen, thinking
that there are some portions of the
Scriptures that are no longer rel-
evant.

There it is, his attitude toward the
Bible. It is the Christian’s authority
because it was Jesus’ authority. [t is the
whole Bible to which the Christian is to
be committed, and it has continuing
relevance. There was something else,

between the lines, both written and
lived. He loved the Bible because
through it he had come to a knowledge
of and a life-long, life-controlling com-
mitment to and love for the God of the
Bible.

Not long after my ordination, I came
to realize that in spite of extensive train-
ing, I simply did not know my Bible, at
least not in the way Daddy did. Some-
thing was missing. Perhaps without being
aware of his influence, I set myself upon
an intensive program. In spite of the
demands of a full-time pastorate, [ read
through the Bible, consecutively, seven
times in the space of two years. Some-
thing changed; I began to get the “big
picture”; long-familiar parts began to fit
into the whole. Saturation and a new
foundation for life began. Ideas, teach-
ings, and attitudes became susceptible to
reevaluation of a growing familiarity
with “the whole counsel of God” (Acts
20:27). To this day the discipline of
“reading in big chunks” continues to be
an essential, necessary part of my daily
training and devotion.

The Bible and the areas of technical
study and interpretation of it are the
focus of my day-to-day responsibilities at
Wheaton. My training focuses on the
academic study of the text, languages,
literary features, historical world of the
Bible, and the development of Christian
thought and history which are related to
it. I must deal also with controversies,
both old and new, which relate to this
material. ] am thoroughly convinced of
the importance and relevance of this
study, not only for the specialist, but also
for the knowledgeable Christian who
must live in the modern world.

[ must frankly acknowledge that the
irresponsible use of my discipline has too
often subverted the spiritual realities
which I know lie behind the Bible and
Christian experience. Academic biblical
and theological studies can easily degen-
erate into catalysts for skepticism and
cynicism. The ill-informed or malicious
use the academic study of the Bible to
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create stumbling blocks, to dampen zeal,
quench the Spirit, or destroy faith for the
naive, immature believer.

This, | am convinced, is not inevi-
table. On the contrary, the comprehen-
sive, systematic, evaluative study of the
Bible and the Christian faith can and
should result in increasing knowledge,
maturing faith, strengthening commit-
ment, and developing spiritual discern-
ment. [t is an important component of
that teaching which trains in righteous-
ness, reproves and disciplines in order
that one may be “complete, equipped for
every good work” (2 Timothy 3:17). It is
the basis for that type of Bible-centered
world-and-life view that Wheaton sees as
essential for consistent Christian work in
each academic discipline and for bal-
anced Christian living.

[ keep asking myself, what do I really
want for my students? Three things. First,
that they will come to know the Bible
itself, its content and approach, and
especially its “big picture.” I can only
help them by pointing out the general
overview, the events, people, and major
teachings of the Bible. I can then en-
courage them to seek to fill in that out-
line with the type of disciplined,
consistent reading and study exemplified
in my father’s life. Through that, [ am
convinced, can come the type of life-
controlling saturation which was his
throughout his pilgrimage.

Secondly [ want my students to love
the Bible. Again, I can’t make them do

this; but I try to share my love of it with
them.

We must keep all things in proper
perspective; Bible study is not an end in
itself. And so, third, more than anything,
[ want and pray that my students will
have a growing knowledge of, commit to,
and to be lost in love for the One of
whom the Bible speaks.
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Gary Larson

Kent Gramm
James Mathisen

Faculty Promotions

The College has awarded the following promotions,

From Assistant Professor to Associate Professor
Mathematics/Computer Science
Communications

From Associate Professor to Professor
English
Sociology/Anthropology

Tenure

Jeanette Hseih Education

Gary Larson Communications
Dennis Okholm  Bible

Emeritus

Arthur Holmes Philosophy
William Lothers  Communications
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